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T O D A Y S  A G E N D A
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Part 1: Skills of the Trade
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H I  T H E R E

I M K A S S E Y
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O B J E C T I V E S

- Common struggles designers and 
developers have 

- Beginners who are overwhelmed or 
not sure where to start  

C O N C E P T

- Gain time by gathering tools

- Become more efficient by building a 
toolbox

- Get inspired! 



I D E N T I T Y  C R I S I S

- Who are you?

- What is your primary function? What do you 
do all day?

- What are you interested in?

- What do you currently use and does it work 
well for you? 

- What are you always searching for?
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P A R T 1 : S K I L L S

THINGS TO KNOW
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D E S I G N  S K I L L S   1 0 1

- Typography 

- Color Theory 

- Layout  / White Space / Alignment / Proximity

- Visual Identity
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T Y P O G R A P H Y

- Types of Type 

- Pairing Fonts

- The IL1 Test
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C O L O R  T H E O R Y 

- Emotions 

- Pairing Colors 

- Contrast 
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P L U S +

- Layout: Heat maps and eye tracking

- Alignment – Left, Right, Center 

- White Space – Frame It Up

- Proximity – How Close? Too Close. 
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V I S U A L  I D E N T I T Y

- Visible elements of a brand

- Could extend to things like architecture and 
culture
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D E S I G N  S K I L L S   1 0 2

- HTML and CSS

- Copywriting

- Photography 

- Soft Skills
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P A R T 2 : T O O L S

THINGS THAT HELP
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T Y P O G R A P H Y

- Google Fonts

- Font Awesome

- Adobe Typekit

- Font Squirrel / DaFont
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C O L O R  T H E O R Y 

- Adobe Kuler

- I Want Hue

- Chroma.js Color Scale Helper 

- TinEye Labs

- Colblis Color Blindness Simulator
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S O F T W A R E  S U I T E S

- Adobe CS

- GIMP

- Sketch

- OpenOffice Draw

- Microsoft
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P H O T O  E D I T I N G

- Photoshop Express

- Lightroom

- Preview

- Canva

- PicMonkey
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W E B  &  F R O N T  E N D

- Axure, Balsamiq, Visio, OmniGiraffe, Pencil

- Small Victories, The Grid

- Style Guides, Google Atomic Design

- W3Schools, CodePen, StackOverflow
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M I S C  T O O L S

- Dropbox, Google Drive, OneDrive, Box 

- Pinterest, Go Mood Board, Mural

- Trello, Asana, Basecamp, OneNote, EverNote
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A ND  B E Y O N D

- Smashing Magazine, Design Sponge, Eye on 
Design, Brand New

- Creative Live, Tuts+, Pluralsight, Coursera, 
Code Academy, Code.org

- Behance, Dribbble, Flickr, CodePen, Social 
Media 

@kasseysikora



C O N T A C T / Q U E S T I O N S

K A S S E Y  S I K O R A
A U G H T O N B U R G H

kassey@aughtonburgh.com

Twitter: @kasseysikora

LinkedIn: Kassandra Sikora


